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HE HAS SEEN PANIC AND DEFIANCE. HE HAS SEEN 
ys ANP DIGNITY OR! } 


RACE 
Dp 


y Aw y EVEN 
NBA BLOOD-STAINED 
§ QWET DIGNITY 
‘ SEEMS BEST- 


DR. IAN MALCOLM WATCHES THE VIOMEN HE 
LOVES MOST IN THE WORLD-— 


WATER ANP HIS 
HEART SOARS 

| WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE 
THAT THEY ARE 


HE HARDLY 
NOTICES NICK 
VAN OWEN. 


THEY HEAD, WORDLESSLY, INTO THE ELEPHANT GRASS -- 


=-/NTENT ON REACHING THE: g 
COMMUNICATION COMPOLMP 


ANP NOT BECOMING DINOSALR ‘| 
Foo. : i, 


( ney, 17'S AgayS PACK. 


THER. PLUNGE THE NEW WORLD 
ENPS INA 


VALLEY OF 
DEATH. 


BONES SIKTY FEET 
FROM HEAP 72 TAIL 


TIP, RISE IN THE 
NIGHT SkKY. 
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AND PAST THE THE ROARS ANP ROOTS TWISTUP 
MOUNTAINOUS ANYTHING ON THEM, OUT OF THE ROAD, 
SKELETONS, THE INCLUDING THE LIKE GIGANTIE 
REMAINS OF /SLA BUILDINGS, HAVE SNAKES, WRITHING 


WORKER BEEN LEFT IN THROUGH CEMENT 
SUASHED WELDING TO ITS 
SUBMISSION BY INEXORABLE 
HURRICANE WINPS. PRESSURE. 


DINOSAUR 

GWE WAY TO 

TECHNOLOGICAL 
BONES, 


THE JLINGLE. 
IT'S ALWAYS 

READY TO 
RETURN, 
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THE RAPTOR (6 ABRUPTLY 
IN THEIR MIDST TEARING 
THEIR. WORLD APART AGAIN, 
SEPARATING THE SURVIVORS, 


wy th nse 


THE RAPTOR TRIES 
72. rohit 
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PROBABLY DP FOR 
CONSTRUCTION PROTECTS THAT 
WILL NOW NEVER BE COMPLETED. 


~-BUT ONE 
THAT LEAVES 
SARAH HARDING 
STILL ALWE f 
AND ABLE TO 
SEEK REFUGE, 


CATWALKS WITH HANGING CHAINS 
OFFER HER ONLY IMMEDIATE 
ESCAPE FROM THE PURSHING 
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THERE'S ONE 
SOUVENIR 
THEY WON'T 
BE TAKING 
WITH THEM. 


<I 


eal 


54 vent rune 


FIND THE INFANT DINOSAUR. 
(ANT IT ON THE JET WITH 

ME. I'LL TAKE IT DIRECTLY 
TO THE INFIRMARY AT THE 
COMPLEX INSANPIEGO. 
WE HAVE TO BE AIRBORNE 
BEFORE THE FEMALE 
KNOWS WE'RE HERE! 


PROBA 
SAVED INGEN 


WE LOST EVERYTHING WE 


§ CAME AFTER ON THIS TRIP, 


BUT THAT REX AND ITS 
INFANTARE GOING TO 
SINGLE-HANDEDLY 


YOU'VE GOT 7OuR 
TROPHY. BUT IT'S ALIVE 
ANP EVERYONE ON THE 

PLANET'S GOING TO LINE 
UP TO APPRECIATE IT AND. 


WHAT YOU'VE DONE FORUS. 


I BELIEVE 
Z HAVE SPENT 
ENOUGH TIME 

IN THE COMPANY 

OF DEATH. 


ITTER? 
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I REMEMBER THE 

PEOPLE WHO HELPED 

ME, ROLANP, THERE'S 

A JOB FOR yOu AT THE 

FARK INSAN DIEGO, IF 
YOU WANT IT. 
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So 
<anigaimaear 


FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, 
JOHN HAMMONP HAP 


LIKE JOUN HIMSELF, 
EAM WAS 
GRAND, IT WAS 


ANP IT WAS 
NoT To BE. 


WELL, JOHN HAMMONP'S, 
DREAM, RE-IMAGINED, WILL 
COME TRUE. FOR ONE-HUNDREDTH 
THE COST OF BUILDING A ) 
DESTINATION REGORT THOU- 
SANDS OF MILES AWAY, 


I WANT TO THANK EACH ONE OF yOu 


FOR BEING INTREPIP ENOUGH TO TURN 


UPAT THREE IN THE MORNING -- 
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TONIGHT WE'LL CHRISTEN JURASSIC FARK 
SAN DIEGO WITH A MEGA- ATTRACTION 
THAT'S GOING TO DRIVE TURNSTILE 
\\ NUMBERS TO RIVAL ANY THEME FARK IN 
THE 


WORLD. 
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THE 8.5. VENTURE 
RPS A GOOD 
SEVENT)-FIVE 
YARDS OF PER 
WN HALF/ 


THE TRANSFORMER 
TOPPLES ANP THE 
POWER ON THE 
DOCK BLOWS, A 
BLUE CRACK OF 
FIERCE ELECTRICAL 
POWER LINLEASHED-- 


DROWNING "WO WAKE" WARNI| 
BUOYS AND SMALL CRAFT IN ITS 
FULL-THROTTLE WAKE. 
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S.S.VENTURE, THIS (S INGEN 

HARBOR ASTER! YOU ARE 

ENTERING DOCKING AREA AT 
3 ) 


WHAT THE HELL 
HAPPENED? 
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YOU WERE THERE, 


GOTON 


BEFORE YOU 
THE HELICOPTER! 
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PRANGUILIZED 


IT WAG. ROLAND 
HIT WITH TWO DARTS 
OF CONCENTRATED 


CARENTANIC; 
MiLieRANe! 


TEN MILLIGRAMS! THAT BHOULD } IT STOPPED BREATHING, SO We GAVE IT NALTREXONE TO COUNTERACT 


HAVE PUT IT INTO A COMA 


WE WERE PREPARED FOR 
IT URE FA 


ARE THERE Any ) 
OTHER ANIMALS 
STILL ON THE 


THE EFFECTS. WE DIDN'T KNOW HOW MUCH TO USE. WE DIDN'T PLAN 
ON TRANGUILIZING THE REXES ATALL, SO WE HADN'T RUN ANY BODY 
WEIGHT CALCULATIONS, 


‘YOU ADMINIGTERED 

AN ANTAGONIST 
WITHOUT KNOWING THE 
PROPER DOSAGE? 


YOU PUT THE ANIMAL INA 
Lica pet A Beg all THAT 
ING‘S A LOCOMOTIVE NOW! 
IND 1S DEHYDRATED! Ir Lb 
Loox For A WATER SOURCE! 


NO. WE BROUGHT THE ) AS SOON AS THE ANIMAL HOW IN GOD'S NAME WOULD 
INFANT BACK ON THE DRINKS, ITS GOING TOTRY | | WE GET IT TO COME BACK? 
PLANE. TO FIND THE NEXT THING: 


i WHEN WE BROUGHT 
WE HAP THESE...\ CKO | | THE BAB% TO THE 


TRAILERS IT CAME, 
DIDNIT IT? THER E'S 
NO REASON TO. 


STILL EVEN BE SEA- TaN IT WOULDN'T 
WoRTHY, 


THE ANMPHITHEATRE IN THE INGEN 
COMPLEX RESEMBLES A MODERN 
GLADIATORIAL ARENA. 


LUCLOW'S MODEL OF THE 
PLACE DIDN'T REALLY” 
CAPTURE [TS GLITZ OR /TS 
PRIMORDIAL PROMISE. 


SAFE DANGER. THE | 


TAKING THE INFANT, 
IF YOU REALLY WANT 
TO STOP US, SHOOT 
us/ 


GOING TO FIND 
THE ADULT? 
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FIND MALCOLM 
AND HARDING 
ANP >/- 


THEY VE GOT THE ADULT CORNERED 


AND Z WANT THAT BABY! 
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\| /S HAPPENING. | 
TESA SHCCy, 


HE'S HARBORED A FEAR OF HEART |- 

ATTACK OR STROKE, A TRADI- 4 

TIONAL BUSINESSMAN '‘S DEATH 6 = 
f iy 


> SARAH AND MALCOLM ACT 
MB ALMOST ASONE, HELPING 
SP" EACH OTHER MANAGE TO | 
i ESCAPE THE OCEAN. | 
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HAVE EACH OTHER, 
CAN ONLY COUNT ON 
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OKAY, WE'RE GOING TO TAKE 4 MOMENT 
HERE AND RUN THE TAPE OF OUR INTERVIEW 
EARLIER TODAY WITH JOHN HAMMOND-- 


--THE FORMER HEAD OF INGEN <THE MAN WHO HAS COME FORWARD 
BIOENGINEERING -~ TO SPEARHEAP THE MOVEMENT NOT 
ONLY TO RETURN THESE ANIMALS 
TO THEIR ISLAND -- 


BUT TO KEEP THE 
LAND ITSELF 
INTACT, 


IT 16 ABSOLUTELY IMPERATIVE THAT WE WORK WITH THE 

COSTA RIGAN DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL PRESERVES TO 

ESTABLISH A SET OF RULES FOR THE PRESERVATION 
AND ISOLATION OF THAT ISLAND. 


v THESE CREATURES 
REQUIRE OUR 
ABSENCE IN ORDER 
2 TO SURVIVE, NOT 
OUR HELP. 


=-LIFE WILL 
FIND A WAX 
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GREATEST ACTION -COMEDYAICON! JACK. IE 


JACKIE CHANT me: 


into the pages 
of a NEW 
comic book 
inspired by his 
hit movies! 


Topps Comics 
is offering the 
ASIOUNDING 
FIRST ISSUE, 
signed by the 
artist-- 
Michael 
Golden--to 
our readers 
for only 
$5.95 each, 
postpaid! 


Orders will be 
filled ona 
first-come, 
first-served 
basis while 
supplies last, 


And, for even 


MORE 
TOPPS GOMICS, 

call © 

1-888- 
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FROM MOVIE DINOSAURS 
: TO COMIC DINOSAURS! 
| ’ 
| ' BY CON NCGRECOR | G 
ee lle 
i [8 
hen | really looked at iB 
D W what | wanted to fit into the last || 
Sage ¢ of THE LOST WORLD, | realized the rigid | A 
| ' mathematical dictate was still a monster! 5 
| wanted to ge from Ajay's death (which wes pgs. 105 of Koepp's movie script) to the TRes’s back in : 
the Lost World (which was numbered as page 134b.) ‘i 
At the conclusion of the film there isn’t much dialogue, there is a lot of momentum. The T-Rex’s moved : 
Hi from their Lost World to my daughter, Lauren McGregor’s home, San Diego. j yi 
| | Now, if you look at the reproduction of Pg. 112 of David Koepp’s script you'll see that |had pages 3, | 4 
4, and 5 of the comic originating from that one page. | was far | | tnt 
short of meeting the two pages of movie script for every one | ie 
page of comics. sel abs 
I had to coalesce images for maximum impact so thatthe | | |: 
flow of the hectic events would make sense even when some | 4 
incidents had been omitted. And the death scenes had to | t 
have a sense of finality, as did the last scenes of characters | 
who survived. : 
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So here is the final tour through 
' the Lost World, to dinosaur 
| graveyard to nature- reclaimed 
| town to San Diego and back to 
5 | the Lost World. All in 22 
1 pages of comics. 

And written, folks, without 
' having seen a single frame of 
* actual film. 
| The T- Rex's were back 
| where they belonged, in the 
| film and in comics. 

Be kind to each other. Be 
‘ kind to yourselves. And 
' hang in therel 
Don McGregor 
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(above) Claude St. Aubin's penciled page. 
(left) Don's second script page. ? Yep 
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Dear Jurassic Pa Park Writers, 

Ever since the first movie Jurassic Park came out | 
I've been hooked on it. Right when | found out that 
you were making JURASSIC PARK I ran to the 
closest comic book shop and bought issue #1 of the 
comic book. Now I have JURASSIC PARK #1,2, and 
4 of the first series. #2 of RAPTOR. #'s |, 2, and 3 
of RAPTOR HIJACK. #3, 4, and 8 of JURASSIC 
PARK ADVENTURES. #3 and 4 of RAPTOR 
ATTACK. And numbers 2,6,7,8, and 9 of RETURN 
TO JURASSIC PARK. 

“Issue #9 was disappointing. | am saying this not 
just for me but for all the JURASSIC PARK fans. You 
should be ashamed of thinking of stopping your 
great series of JURASSIC PARK. You guys and ladies 
are making the best comic book | have ever read. | 
love the cover and illustrations. 

Michael Sullivan 
(Address withheld by Request) 
Phoenix, AZ 


Thanks for the letter Michael. We hope issue #9 of 
RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK wasn't disappointing in 
other ways. After all, look, here we are back again. Just 
so all of you will know, after we finish this four issue 
series, you can look for the combined trade paperback 
in stores in the fall. We'll have a brand new cover by 
dynamic dino artist Steve White, plus much, much more! 


Dear Topps, 
| love your stuff. Whenever | play with my friends, 
we play "Jurassic Park". | have some of your comics. 
Ihave issue #9 of RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK: 
"Jurassic Jam". My favorite page in the "Jam" is page 
20. | love the Raptor's eyes. 
Hey, all you JP fans! Start reading the comic books! 
lam eue biggest fan and | love JURASSIC PARK. 
Charlie Rico Munoso 
3100 N. Lake Shore Dr. 
Chicago, IL 60613 


Thanks, Charlie! You can be our biggest fan for this 
issue! Page 20 of the "Jurassic Jam" issue was drawn by 
artist June Brigman and inked by Roy Richardson. You 
can see June and Roy's work in some upcoming Topps 
projects, so keep a look-out! 


Dear Jurassic Page, 
Can you please make a Dilophosaurus comic that ~ 
is action-packed and exciting? Dilophosaurus is my 


~ JURASSIC PARK comics, | have asked my loc 


favorite dinosaur. And if you do, can you please 
send mea copy? Please read and answer my letter 
even if you do not print it in one of your comics. 
__ Brandon Howard 
~ 1554 Bengal Dr. 
El Paso, TX 79936 


Actually, Brandon, | think you'll find a 
Dilophosuarus in our RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK 
series, issues 5,6,7,8. Hope you saw those! 


Dear Topps Staff: 
l-was wondering if you could make more 


comic store if they have any and they said n 
only one JURASSIC PARK comic book which’ 
#4 of RAPTORS HIJACK. | would appreciate it if 
you could give me a call or write me or print my 
letter. All my friends think JURASSIC JON is 2 
great comic. I'm your #1 fan. 

Hormuz Barnia 

117 Verde Ct. 

Los Gatos, Ca. 95032 


Hormuz, we'd love to help you fill out your JP es 
collection. Simply call Space Travelers at: | aoe 
6771 for back issues, or call |-888-Comic Book for 
another store near you that might carry use PARK 
comics. 


Dear Jurassic Parkers: 

| enjoy your comics, Well, as they say "better late 
than never"... | enjoyed the moyie adaptation, | liked 
the artwork. The RAPTOR series that you did some 
time ago was Interesting. 1 have a question: In 
RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK, you put in two new 
characters: Raul and Sonya. Edgar killed Raul, 
correct? As for Sonya, I didn’t like her too much. | 
thought that she had an attitude with Ellie, But you 
didn't have to kill her. That was quite drastic. As 
for the Malcolm-Ellie-Dr. Grant love triangle thing... 
make a love story just for them, settling the conflict. 
Asa matter of fact, I've got the perfect title for this 
story: "May the Best Man Win". What do ya'll 
think? "Heirs to the Thunder" was great. | think 
Abby is funny and has a great sense of humor. 
Derek is a wimp. In issue #7, he couldn't say 
anything on Abby's behalf, because he was afraid: of | 
~ losing his job. What a skunk! | was wondering... 


» why don't you make a mini-series on John 


Hammond and his employees, showing those five or 
ten years on how they constructed the park? | also 
find it interesting how you brought back Robert 
Muldoon into the JP saga. May | ask why him and 
not the others? Don't take this the wrong way, 
because | do like Robert (especially his accent in the 
movie). | was just wondering if you could bring back 
Gerry Harding and Henry Wu. You didn't show 
their deaths in the movie or the comic, so | am 
assuming they're still alive. And how about Ray 
Arnold and Dennis Nedry. No excuses. So, Dennis 
was killed by the Spitter and Ray was killed by a 
Raptor. Well, Robert was pounced on, by the 
Velociraptors and he's in great shape, if you ask me. 
Maybe I'm the only JP fan who will say this, but here 
goes. Dennis Nedry is my favorite character. | think 
that it it weren't for him, "Jurassic Park" would have 
gone smoothly and would have been boring. In 
other words none of the 
dinos would have gotten out 
and who knows... lan 
Malcolm may have had to 
admit that he was wrong 
about the park. Call him 
what you want--a traitor, a 
thief, or a villain, Dennis 
Nedry is my favorite 
character. He and no one 
else is responsible for the 
downfall of Jurassic Park. 
What would happen if he and 
Mr. Hammond met again? 
There would be hell to pay, | 
bet! Robert Muldoon would 
probably kill him. Would 
Nedry go to the slammer for 
his crimes? Hmm... it makes 
you wonder, doesn't it? 
Keep up the good work. 

Stephanie Scott 

724 Windsor Rd. 

Uniondale, NY 11553 


Yes, Stephanie, all of your questions do make one 
wonder! Perhaps someday we'll know the answers, but in 
the meantime, you can make up your own Jurassic Park 
‘scenarios. Hey, that would be a great role-playing game. 
And don't feel bad about liking Nedry. You are right. If not 
for him, Jurassic Park would be a boring movie, just like 
The Lost World would be boring without the antagonists. 

To answer one of your questions, We brought Muldoon 
back because we needed a tough hunter character. And 
since he was never shown dead inthe movie, it just 
made sense. 

Also, if you liked the writing on the last four issues of 
our RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK series starring Derek. 
and Abby, the’ writers of those stories are currently 
working on our upcoming XENA comic! 


Dear Topps, 

I'ma little late starting my collection of JURASSIC 
PARK comics and merchandise. | was only two 
years old when the movie came out and now I'm five 
and very interested in dinosaurs, especially "Jurassic 
Park" ones. | have a number of the toys but would 
like to get the ones | don't have. | know the second 
moyie "The Lost world" is out now, along with lots 
of new merchandise and toys, but I'd like to get the 
ones that'went with the first movie. Do you have 
any ideas on how | could find them? I'd appreciate 
any information you could send my way. 

Matthew Rockefeller 
7725 E. Oakwood Circle 
Tucson, AZ 85750 


Sure, Matthew. We'll try to help. "Hey, all of you JP 
fans out there, 5 ad have extra toys to sell ftom the first 
movie, drop Matthew a line!” If 
that doesn't help, Matthew, all 
we can suggest is checking out 
comic book shops or comic book 
conventions. Good luck. 


Dear Jurassic Page, 
wonder how did the 
dinosaurs get their name. 

Bobby Hall 
PO. Box 24125 
Tucson, AZ 85734 


That's an easy one, Bobby. 
According to our sources, deinos 
is\a Greek word meaning 

“monstrous” and sauros is a 
Greek word meaning "lizard". 
Therefore, Dinosaur means "monstrous lizard". We 
believe now that dinosaurs are not really related to 
lizards, but the name is a good one nonetheless, and 
was given to the bones found by English palentologist 
Richard Owen in 1841. Keep reading—no matter if its 
our comics, someone else's, or even a prose book. You 
never know what you'll learn. 

And for all you die-hard JURASSIC PARK fans out there, 
thanks for your support. Be looking for our THE LOST 


WORLD trade-paperback in stores soon. 
—Renee Witterstaetter 
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Highlighted by a painted cover, X- 
Files #1/2 features a brand-new X- 


Files story by artist Charles Adlard! | This 96-pg story fol: Scully & Mulder © Why are healthy A stolen religious 
thie ; lows Scully & Mulder investigate a series of babies being snatched artifact is leaving a 

tps ic Se Eee onthe trail of Bigfoot! bizarre cult murders! from poor villages? _trail of corpses! 

pines scat 2 Saeed by aie i xPLip Digest 1.‘ xFL2p Digest 2... xrLap Digest 3 xriLes1.2 1 (2nd Print) 


Mulder is offered his Is the U.S. govern- A deadly radioactive Scully & Mulder pur- Mulder infiltrates a The FBI is ready to 
lost sister if he is will- ment hiding a terrible alien is on the loose! sue a serial killer who religious cult! Will he storm the cult! Do they 
ing to commit treason! nuclear accident? How can itbe stopped? can “see” the future! survive an FBI raid? know Mulder is inside? 


XPILES3 3 (Ist Print) XFILES42 4 (2nd Print).°@ —XFILES6. 6 (Ist Print) .. XPILEST 7 (Ist Print).....°§  xress_ 8 (Ist Print) XFILESO 9 (Ist Print) ... 


Can Scully & Mulder Mulder is obsessed Scully & Mulder must. In a nearby fore: Isan interactive com- Pt 1! Scully & Mulder 
really prove the exis- with ahelmet he found prove the existence of small group of kids dis- puter game turning are taken prisoner by a 
tence of UFO's? in the Silent City! UFO’s to the Senate! _ covers a crashed UFO! _ players into killers? survivalist group! 


FILESi0 10 (Ist Print)... x¥WLesty 11 (Ist Print) 23 xeesi2 12 (1st Print) 89 xrwesis 13 (1st Print) AY xmesis 14 (ist Print) *Y—-xrwwesis 15 (Ist Print)... 


Ee ALNEH 


a | 


HIN ALR 


Pt2! The finale as A WWII Navy pilot Night Lights Pt 1! Night Lights Pt 2! Family Portraits Pt I! Family Portraits Pt 2! 
Scully & Mulder are ~ who was lost at sea Why are research sci- Scully & Mulder race A strange story inyoly- The _mummification 
sentenced to death! returns 40 years later! __entists disappearing? _to find the scientists! ing mummification! _storyline continues! 


XFILESI6 16 (Ist Print) XPILESI? 17 (Ist Print). XFILESI 18 (st Print) .” XFILESI9 19 (Ist Print)"3 — xrLes20 20 (1st Print) ..°3_-xmuLes2) 21 (Ist Print). 


ly Srocx 


Scully & Mulder Why are recipients —_Allledged victims of 
travel to Hawaii, but of organ donations alien abductions are 
it’snota vacation! being murdered? being kidnapped! 


XPILES22 22 (Ist Print) XFILES25 23 (Ist Print). _XFILES2s 24 (Ist Print) 


as A 
y 
HA 


7 


Pt2! Scully & Mulder It’sarace against inter- This rare 48-page 
battle the creature prey- national terrorists for a annual contains one of 
ing on the boy scouts! downed alien ship! the most tragic X-Files 


XFILES26 26 (1t Print)... 


; 


PRODUCT CODE 


QUANTITY 


story ever! 
27 (Ist Print). 
XFILESIA Annual 1.” 


Pt I! A troop of boy 
scouts is stalked by a 
strange creature! 


XFILES2S 25 (1st Print) 


All-new! Is a de- 
ranged obstetrician 
being manipulated 
by aliens? 48-pages! 


NAME/DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 


any vo Sump! 


Featuring fully painted art by John 
Van Fleet, X-Files #0 adapts the 
original X-Files TV pilot episode! 
We have the very rare Scully & 
Mulder limited covers for only $6! 


xpi X-Files 0 (Limited Mulder cover) 
xeon X-Files 0 (Limited Scully cover). 


This limited comic fea- 
tures a great story deal- 
ing with an alleged 
alien kidnapping! 


XPLNI -l (Silver cover) .3 


PRICE EACH TOTAL 


This limited comic 
includes 2 X-Files sto- 
ries! Features a red 
metallic ink logo cover! 


XFLNZ -2 (Red ink)... 


Rights Reserved. 


American Entertainment - PO Box 79643, Baltimore, MD 21279-0643 
Phone Mon-Fri 9am-8pm: (703)-330-3500 Fax us 24 hours: (703)-330-6200 


MERCHANDISE TOTAL 
VA RESIDENTS ADD 4.5% TAX 
SHIPPING 


GRAND TOTAL 


pe 


QO Visa 


Name: E-Mail Address #: 
Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 
Country: Phone #: 

Payment: O Check or money order payable to ‘American Entertainment’ (in U.S. funds) 


O Mastercard © AmericanExpress  Discover/Novus 


Cardi#: 


Card Holder's Address: 


Card Holder's Name: (Please Print) 


Expiration Date: ae LY A 


s 


gs 


Signature: 


No, | don't want to order now, but pl 


e send me your lat 


Please allow 2-4 weeks for shipping. Hurryl Offer valid only wi 


it catalog! 


ry 


7. 


supplies last! 


All comics are guaranteed in mint condition 


Al continental U.S, orders add $4.95 for ship 
ping. AK, Hl, PR, Guam & VI ndd $5.95, We 
need a street address for UPS delivery. 


Canada add $8.95 for shipping. 

Other countries add $12.95 

portant All checks or money aa 
orders must be in US. funds. 

. To place a phone order please call 
— Mon-Fri 9am to 8pm EST. 


Fax us 24 hours: (703) 
All fax orders needa credit 


Orde by internet at ww aia co, 
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\g tb FUP ET AU CoA 
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THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE. 
—e SALE NOW? 


“There’s nothing to writing. All you do is sit down at a typewriter and 
open a vein.” —Red:Smith 


Hi. I'm Dwight Jon Zimmerman, and I'm the executive editor 
here at Topps: Comics. In addition to editing/THE X-FILES 
comic book series and the thousand-and-one administrative 
duties necessary to ensure our comics come out and our 
creative teams get paid, I'm a writer. [did a little freelance 
writing for DC and some other companies, but most of my 
stories were published by Marvel (where | worked, freelance 
and on staff, for fifteen yéars). At Topps Comics | recently 
finished the four-issue series MARS ATTACKS, THE SAVAGE 
DRAGON and'soon you'll be seeing the concluding chapter of 
the MARS ATTACKS HIGH SGHOOL two-issue series that | 
wrote (and actually it was written before MATSD), 

In last month's Topps-Spin our editor in chief, Len Brown  (co- 
creator of MARS ATTACKS), introduced himself and'the rest of 
our staff. Lien asked me to write this month's Topps-Spin, so 
here | am, writing these introductory remarks. 

In fact, that’s what this article's about. Writing. A lot of what 
I'm about to say also applies to artists, so feel free to add the 
words “and artist/s” whenever you 
see the word “writer/s.” Aspiring 
comic book writers (and artists) I've 
encountened at conventions or 
through the mail all have a wealth of 
ideas and a love for comics, and 
know nothing about comics as 
work. Yes, for all its fun, exactly like 
flipping hamburgers at McDonalds, 
working at a checkout counter, 
teaching, etc., writing is a job. Sure, 
you get to see your name and story 
in print, but writing’s real work with 
the consequences of being fired or 
laid off. 

And there's another downside to 
writing. Writers have been known 
to burn out (J.D. Salinger), commit 
suicide (Hemingway), become 
alcoholics (©. Henry and dozens of 
others), and get abused and 
exploited in every personal and 
business manner possible. Things 
like alcoholism (and other drug 
use) burn out, exploitationor 
worse, "have happened to people in 
comies. An example of one of the 
worst things in comics | 
experienced was something that 
occurred when | was at Marvel. | 
had written @ Black Cat story for 
Marvel Comics Presents that didn't 
sée print for over a year after | had 
Written it. That's not unusual. The 
feason for the delay was. One gly 
doing the background \ inks 
murdered his/wife.) Some of her 
blood fell on the artwork, making 
the pages’ state's evidence in the 
trial.» The tale was inked.and 
finished over full-size xeroxes that | had of the pencil ant. 

Every so often l’find myself thinking about that Black Cat 
story. 

Okay, back to work. Comic book writing is a specialized skill 
for a niche market. There's a lot of competition between 
existing Writers for whatever work is-available. (There’s never 
enough.) But, new writers keep-appeafing, Generally speaking, 
people become comic book writers one of two ways. One is 
through a staff job (any kind of staff job) at a comic book 
publisher (that’s what-Idid, doing paste-ups in Marvel’s 
production department) and learn the skill from the inside. The 
other is to write, write, write and submit, submit, submit until 
finally a sale is made. 

What do you write about? Using the characters from the 
companies you want to write for is actually secondary. What 
(good) editors really want to see is your “voice.” 


Here itis, seven years later. 


Toepps-SPInN 
Inside Topps Comics 


Seven years ago Marvel did al series of Heres roadie 
‘caricatures of the editorial and sales staff which were handed out at 
‘conventions. | was working in Marvel's New Product Development 
department then so missed out. on, being in Series | A second, 
expanded,-series was planned and | asked my friend Brion 
Stelfreeze do this James Bond-stye illustration for mine. Needless to 
‘say, | loved it. But shortly after it came in | left Marvel for Topps. 


That's where sports syndicated columnist Red Smith’s quote 
(courtesy, of Del Rey Senior Editor Steve Saffel; thanks, Steve) at 
the top of this article comes in. It’s a visceral way of stating, 
“Write what you know.” 

But, howido you do\that when the comic-book 
industry's mainstays are characters with superpowers? Stan Lee 
found a Way When he co-founded Marvel back in 1961. You saw 
heroes bickering amongst themselves (Fantastic Four, X-Men), 
you saw the personal conflicts of someone seemingly cursed 
With a superpower (Spider-Man). In other words, he 
incorporated mundane themes of life into action-packed comic 
book stories, It was fun! It was exciting! It was where (thanks 
to Roy Thomas) I discovered the Word “cretin”!! 

Where do you find that spice/trauma ofimundane conflict? 
From your experience! Everything you've done and felt, every 
fight you've had--with siblings, parents, friends, rivals, 
bureaucracies; every success and failure (especially the failures- 
you can learn more from failure than success), they're your 
personal reference library for your “voice.” 

If you think you can’t, you're cheating yourself, And if you 
think I'm feeing you a clichéd line, let me tell-you about my 
personal-referenceslibrary. | guess 
you could say it began even before 
my birth. I'came within three 
months of being born a bastard, 
My father was over twenty years 
older. than-my-mother; Dad was an 
alcoholi¢ (but not a writer), and a 
molester of little girls’ (one of them 
being my'sister), My mother’s form 
of emotional support’ for us kids 
(total of three, two boys, one girl) 
camelinethe response, “You think 
you've got itso bad? Other people 
have it worse.” 

Now, we flash forward to 1977, 
the year | broke into'comics, Now 
Vm on the inside! I’ve got the 
opportunity of my life in front of 
me! You want angst in stories? I've 
got angst from the tip of my little 
toes to,the ends of the hair on the 
top of my! head! You want 
emotional conflict? No problem-I 
can drawon decades of emotional 
conflict! Alienation? Got that 
covered, too (| couldn't even buy a 
date in high school). Where's that 
Spider-Man adventure? You want 
an X-Men story, Iill give you an X- 
Men story! Let me at that Fantastic 
Four assignment, (I had a 
particularly good idea involving 
Franklin Richards--and no, it didn't 
involve child\molestation). 

But..tin 1977 the Comics Code 
Authority Was still an Authority 
with a¢apital “A.” Its charter didn’t 
beat around theybush about family 
values. Basically,\Moms and Dads 
were good people. “They always did 
the right thing for their kids. They could only béypresented as 
positive role models. 

Ooops! 

So, what did | do? Remember, writing is a j@b. | figured out 
how to write what | wanted withinithesframework of a 
collection of well-meaning, ultimately hypocrital set of rules, and 
still give the editor what he (and later she) wanted and needed. 
Metaphorically, | was scraping the top layers of skin. Then. when 
I got oyer to Topps Comics, | no longer had to worry about the 
Comics Code Authority. 

That's when | got the freedom to-open a vein. 
point on, writing was easy. 
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For FREE 
information on 
how to join the 

ficial Hercules: 
The Legendary 
Journeys™, 
Xena: Warrior 

Princess™ and The X-Files™ 

Fan Clubs, check the appropriate 

box below! 

Each kit will contain: 

* 4 photos 
poster 
+ video welcome/bloopers 
(Here/Xena clubs only) 
+ newsletters 
+ membership card 
Please send me info on: 


O Hercules/Xena Fan Clubs 
OX Files Fan Club 
iN 


